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would be transferred to the Irish Nationalists, and Home Rule
would be either dropped altogether, or carried in a form
which would alienate the Nationalists from the Liberals. But
Redmond could not agree to partition without losing control
of his followers, and the Liberals could not govern Great
Britain without the Irish vote. Partition, therefore, could not
be proposed until the eleventh hour, when the Liberals were
already between the devil and the deep sea.
In the end, Ulster's will to resist was not put to the proof.
What defeated the Home Rule Bill was not an Ulster rebellion,
but mutiny in the British Army. No one, to be sure, consulted
the common soldiers about their willingness to coerce Ulster:
it was a body of officers, overwhelmingly Tory in politics,
who, encouraged thereto by extraordinary folly at the War
Office, announced their refusal to obey orders, and their
intention of resigning their commissions sooner than take up
arms against the Ulster "loyalists.53 The "Curragh Incident5'
of March 1914 finally destroyed what was left of the Govern-
ment's prestige, and incidentally played its part in settling the
date of the European War. After it, no one was surprised when
the Ulstermen were allowed to run in unmolested at Larne
a large supply of guns and ammunition for the volunteers,
whereas an attempt by the Nationalists to run a counter-
supply at Howth promptly brought British soldiers upon the
scene, and led to an affray in which several Irishmen lost their
lives. Ulster, aided and abetted by the Tory Party, had
successfully threatened rebellion. A considerable body of
officers, encouraged by a high War Office official and serving
soldier, had mutinied against the Government. Coming on
top of suffragette outrages and widespread strikes which the
Government was powerless to settle or to repress, the Irish
events of 1914 had reduced the Liberal Party to the last gasp.
The great Liberal experiment, begun so glamorously with the
electoral victory of 1906, was ending in ignominious rout.
Only the outbreak of the Great War could have sufficed to give
the Government a reprieve. The day of parliamentary
Liberalism, or at any rate of the Liberal Party, was definitely
done.
All this time the threat of war had been hanging over the